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Declaration of the Israeli Sociological Society (ISS) Against Racism

The Israeli Sociological Society joins the denouncement by the International Sociological Association,
and declarations of its American and British sister associations and of sociologists worldwide regarding
institutional racism and acts of violence. Sociology is a humanist vocation, which is committed to the
value of justice and equality among all humans, denounces any form of discrimination, and acts to
expose the causes of inequality and racism.

Violence against minorities is not an isolated phenomenon; it exists as part of a discriminatory
institutional structure. The protests in the US and worldwide constitute a historic event of challenging
racist institutional structures, in whatever place or sphere they exist. Arbitrary killing of innocent
persons, such as George Floyd, raised public awareness to the scope of arbitrary systemic violence and
spurred an exceptionally wide global protest. Sociological knowledge analyzes social power structures,
inequality and discrimination, and therefore we find it important to stress the links between violence
against individuals and the structural racism enabling it. The global resurgence provides a suitable timing
to reflect, expose and criticize the violence of security forces and the police against individuals and
disadvantaged groups, due to their skin color or precarious civil status as often happens in the case of
Palestinians, Ethiopian Jews, foreign workers and asylum seekers.

Under these circumstances, the Israeli Sociological Society is calling its teaching members to initiate an
educational act by conducting discussions with their pupils and students on the phenomenon of racism,
its sources and consequences, and on ways to remedy it. As a civic act, we call on the Government of
the State of Israel to launch a responsible and unbiased investigation of the killing of Iad Alhallak and
to prosecute those responsible, in order to demonstrate to the security forces and the public as a whole

that Palestinian lives matter too.
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ISA Statement Against Institutionalized Racism

The International Sociological Association strongly condemns the systemic racism in the United
States that has led to the killing of George Floyd, the attack and tasering of students, journalists,
and other men, women, and children of colour by the police, that has been evident to the world,
over the last few weeks. Despite some contrition exhibited by a few state entities, the calls to
militarized violence against peaceful protesters and the violent attacks continued in the United
States. The International Sociological Association joins with the American Sociological
Association, British Sociological Association, Sociologists for Women in Society and other
professional sociological associations in support of the protests currently ongoing in the United

States and other parts of the world and condemns the actions that have led to them.

We see this as a historic and sociological event that represents a collective response to social
injustice and racialized violence. We are also heartened by the involvement of diverse groups of
young people, many of them students, and we call for these issues to be the subject of reflection
and discussion in classrooms throughout the world. These issues are the concern of sociologists
and social scientists globally who see our teaching, research and practice as an effort to critically
evaluate social systems and processes to challenge structural inequalities and systems of

domination which allow for violence and repression.

Institutional racism in all its forms must be condemned in the strongest possible terms, Including

in higher education and academia.

As an international organisation, we support the global response and the recognition that these
systems of inequality and racialized injustice are global and require all of our attention, by

continued research and action.
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Statements endorsed by ISA

United Nations Human Rights Council

American Sociological Association

British Sociological Association

Sociologists for Women in Society

American Society of Criminology

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences

University of Minessota, Sociology Dept. Faculty
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Graduate Sociology Students at Brown University, with the support of faculty and staff
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