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Grinberg, O. (2021). Testimony as event: Israeli NGOs, Palestinian witnesses, and the undoing
of human rights bureaucracy. Cambridge Journal of Anthropology, 39(1), 93-110.
https://doi.org/10.3167/cja.2021.390107.

Abstract:

This paper ethnographically illustrates the performative dimensions of the event in which
witnessing is transformed into testimony, through the peculiar case of Palestinian witnesses and
Israeli NGOs’ sustained commitment to witness-testimony despite shared acknowledgement of
the failures of human rights. Based on participant-observation, the article claims that human
rights organizations sustain their public relevance not only by circulating information, but rather
through the event of direct interaction with witnesses. This event is the basis for much of what
NGOs do, also since it is the primary site of synthesizing global standards of human rights work
with local cultures. And yet, the event’s interactional dynamics of witness-documenter are
overlooked by scholars and are usually omitted from NGOs’ textual representations, due to the
rigid bureaucratic writing of human rights witness-testimonies. Drawing from sociological and
anthropological literature on ritual, event, and hospitality, the article frames the encounter
between NGOs’ documenting agents and witnesses by examining how actors navigate the known
conventions of the event and individual and/or communal self-positioning. The bureaucratic
procedure of witnessing and testimony is thus theorized as spatiotemporal sites and occasions of
contending with violence and colonialism, malleable enough to be reshaped by their participants
through linguistic gestures and choreographies of space and movement. The article’s re-framing
of witness-testimony as practice rather than as subject-position or text, suggests that the very
logics of human rights work itself are undermined by the social fabric and political layers of the
effort to produce a written testimony, the stated purpose of the event.
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Guzmen-Carmeli, S. & Rier, D. A. (2021). Entrepreneurial treatment activism for undone
science: Mannitol and Parkinson’s disease. BioSocieties. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41292-021-
00258-0.
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Abstract:

This paper describes CliniCrowd, a patient-designed, entrepreneurial, crowd-sourced citizen-
science approach to evaluating mannitol—essentially, an orphan drug—as a Parkinson’s disease
treatment. As such, CliniCrowd addresses ‘undone science’, and our paper contributes to the
sociological literature thereon. Based on 38 qualitative interviews, fieldwork, and content
analyses (2017-2020), we trace CliniCrowd’s background and rationale. We: discuss undone
science and its wider contexts; present earlier iterations of citizen-science and treatment
activism; examine CliniCrowd’s application of crowd-sourced citizen-science to address undone
science around ‘orphan drug’ treatment for Parkinson’s disease; explore how CliniCrowd has
evolved, and re-framed its work, since its founding; ponder its future; and consider whether their
approach can guide future citizen-science treatment research. Our paper contributes to the
existing literature in four ways. First, we focus on medical treatment issues, an under-studied
area of undone science. Second, we highlight orphan drugs as both major source of, and fruitful
area for research on, undone science. Third, we describe CliniCrowd’s pragmatic,
entrepreneurial—rather than the more common activist—citizen-science approach to addressing
undone treatment science. Finally, from our data on CliniCrowd we distil a preliminary model
for future treatment activism around undone science.
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Caller, S. & Gorodzeisky, A. (2021). Racist views in contemporary
European societies. Ethnic and Racial Studies.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2021.1952289.

Abstract:

This attitudinal study examines racism — conceptualized as a general
belief in a hierarchical order of racial/ethnic groups — from a
comparative cross-national perspective. The study develops
theoretical arguments regarding individual and country-level
explanations of racist views and tests them using ESS data. It
demonstrates that racist views are not rare in Europe, yet their extent
varies substantially across countries. In societies with lower levels of
social cohesion, citizens are more likely to adopt racist views, as
compared to societies with higher levels of social cohesion. Although
a country’s economic inequality is not associated with the prevalence
of racist views, inequality does seem to condition the impact of gender
on such views. In more economically unequal countries, the gender
gap in racist views — where men express higher levels of racist views
—is greater than in more economically equal countries. No association

between ethnic diversity and levels of racist views was found.
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Aharoni, T., Tenenboim-Weinblatt, K., Baden, C., & Overbeck, M.
(2022). Dynamics of (dis)trust between the news media and their
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audience: The case of the April 2019 Israeli exit polls. Journalism,
23(2), 337-353. https://doi.org/10.1177/1464884920978105.
Abstract:

This paper explores the dynamics of (dis)trust among experts,
journalists, and audiences through the case study of an inaccurate
exit poll aired on a leading Israeli television channel. It combines
empirical data from the Israeli April 2019 elections with a conceptual
view of exit polls as both sources of information and national rituals to
address public discourse on the polls and its underlying suspicions. A
multi-method approach yielded a corpus consisting of focus groups
with citizens, in-depth semi-structured interviews with journalists,
pollsters and experts, and qualitative textual analysis of news reports.
Using inductive-qualitative analysis, we identified three types of public
narratives, each casting blame for the erroneous exit poll projection
on a different type of actor. The statistical and biased-media
narratives tally with declining trust in the news media and assume
misbehavior by pollsters and news creators respectively. The
deception narrative, on the other hand, suggests that right-wing voters
systematically sabotaged the exit poll projections. By extending trust
beyond journalistic information, this narrative foregrounds the cultural
meaning of election night rituals. Taken together, the narratives found
in this study delineate (dis)trust as an interplay of active participants
in the creation, reception, and interpretation of news. Our findings thus
touch upon key attitudes towards both media and democracy and
have implications for further studies on collective rituals and

information evaluations in an era of eroding trust.
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