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Kaplan, D., Levy, G., Biton, A., Kohan-Benlulu, R., & Buzhish-Sasson, H. (2022). ‘Ain’tI a
human being?’: Self-documentation of living in poverty in the face of the abandoning state.
Journal of Poverty and Social Justice, 30(3), 210-229.
https://doi.org/10.1332/175982721X16590949557486

Abstract:

How is life in social isolation seen from the viewpoint of people who experience persistent
poverty? Given the systemic denial of self-representational agency from those living in poverty
and the neoliberalisation of the welfare state, this article turns to those who remained invisible to
either the media or the state during the pandemic. In line with current tendencies to prioritise the
voice and lived knowledge of people in poverty, we provided our interlocutors with a specifically
designed diary tool to allow them to share their mundane experiences and thoughts at their own
discretion. Using these diaries of women and men in poverty, and complementary interviews, this
article unpacks the ways our participants deal with and understand their everyday relationships
with the absent state, mostly welfare and education. Based on the themes that emerged from our
interlocutors’ journals, our findings reveal the Janus-faced abandoning/monitoring state that they
routinely confront. We then demonstrate how they are constantly chasing the state, struggling to
receive the support they lawfully deserve. At the same time, being subjected to practices of state
monitoring and surveillance often results not only in mistrust but also in withdrawing almost
altogether from the welfare services and social workers, and turning to alternative support
networks. We conclude by offering two insights that accentuate, on the one hand, what we and our
diarists already know, namely that they count for nothing. Still, on the other hand, the act of self-
documentation itself reveals the representational agency of those brave diarists who refuse to

forsake their worthiness as citizens.
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Friedman, N., & Hashiloni-Dolev, Y. (2022). Sedated masculinity: The use of anaesthesia

during vasectomy in Israel. Culture, Health & Sexuality, 1-15.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2022.2048893

Abstract:

Vasectomy is considered a permanent form of contraception for men that can help reduce
reproductive inequality. Its underutilization in the context of the threats it may pose to perceptions
of traditional masculinity has been closely investigated, but the lived experience of the procedure
itself has been largely overlooked. This paper examines the experience of having a vasectomy in
Israel, focusing on the recommended form of anaesthesia. Drawing on 15 semi-structured
interviews with Israeli men who
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have experienced vasectomy, we found that the choice of anaesthesia has a significant impact on
the meaning and experience of vasectomy. Unlike the widespread use of local anaesthesia during
vasectomy in other countries, vasectomy in Israel is performed

almost exclusively under twilight sedation administered intravenously. Based on our findings, we
argue that framing vasectomy as an operation that requires sedation is related to views of
masculinity and reproduction. Our data suggest that vasectomy in lIsrael is constituted as a
potentially traumatic event, and anaesthesia is employed to protect patients from feelings of
embarrassment and discomfort. We conclude that the prevailing method of sedation perpetuates
the silencing and marginalisation of vasectomy as a contraceptive method, and consequently, its
very limited accessibility in Israel.
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Bonikowski, B., Feinstein, Y. & Bock, S. (2021). The partisan sorting of
“‘America”: How nationalist cleavages shaped US 2016 presidential election.
American Journal of Sociology, 127(2), 492-561.
https://doi.org/10.1086/717103

Abstract: Political scientists have acknowledged the importance of nationalism
as a constitutive element of radical-right politics but have typically empirically
reduced the phenomenon to specific out-group sentiments. Sociologists, in
contrast, have devoted more attention to theorizing and operationalizing
nationalism but have only sporadically engaged in debates about institutional
politics. The present study brings these literatures together by considering how
nationalist beliefs shaped respondents’ voting preferences in the 2016 U.S.
presidential election and how the election outcome built on long-term changes
in the distribution of nationalism in the U.S. population. The results suggest that
competing understandings of American nationhood were effectively mobilized
by candidates from the two parties, in both the 2016 primaries and the general
election. Furthermore, over the past 20 years, nationalism has become sorted
by party, as Republican identifiers have come to define America in more
exclusionary and critical terms and Democrats have increasingly endorsed
inclusive and positive conceptions of nationhood. These trends point to the
rising demand for radical candidates among Republicans and suggest a
potentially bleak future for U.S. politics, as nationalism becomes yet another
among multiple overlapping social and cultural cleavages that serve to reinforce

partisan divisions and undermine the stability of liberal democratic institutions.
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Gerteis, J. & Rotem, N. (2023). Connecting the “Others”: White anti-semitic
and anti-muslim views in America. The Sociological Quarterly, 64(1), 144-164.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00380253.2022.2045882

Abstract: Drawing from recent work on “otherness” and social boundaries in
America, we investigate anti-Muslim and anti-Jewish opinion among white
Americans. After outlining the logic of the comparison, we use nationally
representative data to analyze these forms of othering. Although anti-Muslim
opinion is more extensive, the two track together empirically and share a cultural
logic as connected forms of ethno-religious boundary-making. Latent class
analysis shows that anti-Semitism is nested within anti-Muslim attitudes, with
political and religious identifications as consistent predictors of opinion. We
conclude with a reflection on politicized boundary-making and the relationship

between extreme and mainstream views of the “other.”
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