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Statement of the Israeli Sociological Society

condemning settler violence and the military's support for it

We, the members of the Israeli Sociological Society, call on the government, the
military leaders, the police and the judicial system to act immediately to stop the
violent acts that are carried out daily against the Palestinian residents of the West
Bank. We call on you to immediately apply full and comprehensive enforcement of
the law to the rioters and murderers and to increase your presence on the ground to
prevent the continuation of the violence. These actions appear to be part of a
continuous and illegal process of ethnic cleansing, and failure to prevent them is
complicity in the crime.

We cannot and will not stand by while serious crimes and pogroms are carried out
seemingly without hindrance every day: murder, looting, sexual offenses, arson and
terrorizing the civilian population. There is no shortage of shocking examples of this:
including shooting at a family with children, serious incidents of violence in
Palestinian villages such as the case in Batmon, and evidence of abuse of
detainees. What is particularly serious is the fact that instead of conducting a
meaningful investigation and ensuring accountability, there are cases of public
support from senior officials, including the Minister of Defense hugging those
involved in the abuse. These days, there is no room for silence: silence is consent,
and neutrality is complicity in the crime. The lack of enforcement, the turning a blind
eye by the army and the police, and even the army's support for criminals and actual
complicity in the crimes, encouraged by political elements, are what allow this reality
to continue and escalate. We strongly condemn these acts and demand that state
institutions enforce the law and prevent the continued harm and expulsion of
Palestinian communities from their homes.

You must not give a hand to this criminal conduct that does not meet any criteria of
human morality and international law. Settler violence is not a new phenomenon, but
in recent months, and especially since the beginning of the war with Iran, there has
been a sharp increase in the number of actions and their brutal nature. In this call,
we join women and men educators and parents from all over the country, women
and men in the art and entertainment industry, and our friends and comrades who
are committed to a protective presence, who have chosen not to remain silent and
have issued a call to defend the principles of justice and humanity. Like them, we
also believe that in order to stop the escalation, it is essential to strengthen law
enforcement and end the violence that is reminiscent of dark regimes.



